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Sir, 
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Sir, 
Your most obedient 

And humble servant, . 
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IN 

THE RIVERS TYNE, TEES, WEAR, EDEN, Ac. 

OK THE 16TH AND 17TH OF NOV. 1771* 



Newcastle, 
Kjts Sunday morning, the 17th of November, about two o'clock, 
with the wind at East, the inhabitants of Newcastle upon Tyne 
were alarmed with the most dreadful inundation that ever befel 
that part of the country ; the water in the Tyne rising six feet 
higher than a remarkable fresh in the year 1763 ; occasioned, as 
may be presumed, by an incessant fall of rain from Saturday 
morning to Sunday, which was particularly violent in the western 
parts of that county, and the county of Durham. The first dawn 
of day discovered a scene" of horror and devastation, too dreadful 
for words to express, or humanity to behold, without shuddering : 
all the cellars, warehouses, shops, and lower apartments of the 
dwelling-houses, from the West end of the Close to near Ouse- 
burn, were totally under water. The flood was so rapid and sud- 
den, that it was with the greatest difficulty the inhabitants, who 



slept in the lower parts of their houses* escaped with their lives. 
But what completed the public calamity, was, the fall of Tyne 
Bridge, which, having stood the brunt of time for upwards of five 
hundred years, yielded to the force and impetuosity of this flood. 
The middle arch of Tyne Bridge, and two other arches near to the 
South side of the water, were carried away, and seven houses, 
with shops standing thereon, together with some of the inhabitants, 
with their whole stocks, overwhelmed in immediate destruction. 
Among the melancholy circumstances, at Newcastle, on the 
Sunday, was the following : Mr. Fiddas, who lived on the North 
end of the bridge, with his wife and maid servant, having made 
their escape to Gateshead, the girl, recollecting a bundle which 
she had left behind, begged her master she might go back for it, 
and that he would be so kind as to accompany her ; which offer, 
after some reluctance, he complied with, and the wife stood 
watching for their return ; but in a moment after their separation, 
the arch under them gave way, when they vanished from her 
view, and she never saw them more. Mr. Fiddas and his maid, 
Ann Tinkler, Mr. Chr. Byerley and his son, together with an 
apprentice to Mr. James, are the persons that perished by the 
felling of these arches ; and the houses and shops which fell into 
the river that morning were occupied by Mr. Patten, mercer; 
Mr. W. Hills, shoemaker; Mr. Byerley, hardwareman; Mrs. 
Haswell, milliner; Ann Tinkler, dealer in stuffs and checks; 
Mr. Edward Wilson, shoemaker ; and Mr. John James, cheese- 
monger. The goods in the other shops were got out at the mani- 
fest hazard of the lives of the kind assistants. Four other houses 
with shops likewise fell from the bridge the next day into the 
river ; and, in a little time after, the whole range of buildings, 
from near the Blue Stone on the bridge unto Gateshead, met with 
the same fete. Mr. Patten's house was carried wholly as far as 
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Jarrow Slake, seven or eight miles down the river, where it was 
•topped, but upon examining the inside, nothing was left in it but 
a cat and a dog, both alive. The water was supposed to be at its 
height about seven o'clock in the morning, and to have risen up* 
wards of twelve feet above high water mark in spring tides. The 
Sandhill was a capacious flood; and boats plied thereon some 
hours. In some parts it was six feet deep. All the timber, mer- 
chant's goods, &c lying upon the Quay, and on the several shores 
in the neighbourhood, were entirely swept away in the current ; 
as were most of the ships lying at the Quay, and a number of 
keels, boats, and other small craft both below and above bridge, 
carried down the rapid current, and scattered and stranded on each 
aide of the river to Shields, or otherwise born onward to the sea, 
and there sunk or wrecked along the coast, which formed the most 
terrible scene of horror, havock, and devastation imaginable. 
Three sloops and a brig were driven upon the Quayside, and left 
there, when the flood abated : they furrowed up the pavement, 
and broke down a great part of the Quay. 

The utility of Jarrow Slake appeared in this disaster, as it took 
in so immense a body of water, that at Shields the flood was little 
higher than a spring tide ; great damage, however, was done in 
that place to the shipping, by the violence of the flood driving them 
from their moorings upon the Herd, &c A woman, with a child 
in her arms, were found drowned on Jarrow Slake ; and a vessel 
took up at sea, near Shields, a wooden cradle, with a child in it, 
which was alive and welL 

The very remarkable preservation of one Peter Weatherly, a 
shoemaker, with his family, who lived upon Tyne Bridge at the 
time the arches fell down, seems worthy of notice : Between three 
and four o'clock that morning he was suddenly awakened by the 
prodigious noise of the flood, and on opening a window, observed 



Mr. and Mrs. Fiddas, two children, and their maid, passing along 
the bridge ; on shutting the window again, he was about repairing 
to rest, when, all on a sudden, the arch immediately adjoining his 
house on the north side rushed down. This instantly drew his 
attention to" the family's safety ; and raising them up, he opened 
the door, when he beheld the destructive torrent rolling almost 
immediately beneath him. He then, with difficulty, quitted the 
house, and at the utmost hazard of his life (the pavement breaking 
and tumbling beneath his feet into the water) assisted his wife, 
two young children, and a servant girl to follow him. As all 
access to the north was cut off by the falling of the above arch, 
they immediately hastened to the south end, but had not gone far 
until they perceived themselves involved in still greater misery 
and danger, two other arches having likewise fallen at that part. 
In this distressful situation they remained from four till ten o'clock 
in the morning, perishing with cold, and affording a most melan- 
choly spectacle to the inhabitants on each side of the water. Their 
station was upon a surface about six feet square, all other parts of 
the arch which supported them appeared terribly rent, and 
threatened each moment to bury them in the flood. None durst 
attempt to relieve them by boats, and no other human means 
appeared possible. However, a bricklayer in Gateshead, concert- 
ed a measure for their deliverance, though the most perilous that 
can be conceived, and boldly ventured alone to execute it: A 
range of shops then standing on the east side of the bridge, sup- 
ported only by timber laid from pier to pier, and extending from 
Gateshead to the place where the distressed people stood, afforded 
him the means of preserving their lives : IJe broke a large hole 
through the side of every shop, all the way to the arch where they 
were, and through these openings brought the whole family safe 
into Gateshead. 
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At Hebburn Quay, the flood was not so high by two feet four 
inches, as in a common spring tide, with the wind easterly. 

The bed of the river Tyne being entirely altered by the floods 
the Master and Brethren of the Trinity House ordered the pilots 
to make a survey of the new channel, in order to qualify them- 
selves to lay the buoys in the proper places, that ships might be 
conducted up and down with the usual safety. 

But Newcastle did not alone suffer by the violence of this flood : 
Hardly a village or cottage-house from Tyne-head, in Alston- 
Moor, to Shields, escaped its destructive fury. It was impossible 
to ascertain the prodigious number of horses, black cattle, sheep, 
and other animals that perished, and of corn and hay-stacks, 
hedges, fences, implements of husbandry, and whole acres of 
ground, which were swept away by the impetuosity of the tor- 
rent, whereby families who had lived in affluence and plenty 
were now reduced to the most abject misery and want. Those from 
whose racked heart every comfort is torn, humanity may 'soften, 
though she cannot remove their grief — Mary Graham, of Low 
Elswick, a poor widow, and Thomas Cooper, of the Skinner-burn, 
weaver, both suffered very much by the flood. 

At Shield*. — On the Sunday morning, the John and Elizabeth, 
Cock, of Shields ; the Britannia, Jackson, of Lynn ; and a Swe- 
dish vessel, were driven from their moorings, and forced upon the 
Herd Sand, and Were lost. The Eagle, Airey; Free Love, 
Kitchen; Patience Success, Lilly; and the Saville, Hall, were 
also driven from their moorings and forced upon the same sand, 
but all were got off with little damage. The Ridley, Major, was 
sunk upon the Muscle Scarp, but was got off with the loss of her 
lading of coals. They came very favourably off there, considering 
the great destruction made in other places. The wrecks of up- 
wards of thirty keels were lying on the South Shore. 



Team. — At Team, near Swalwell, people were taken out of the 
tops of their houses ; a boat was driven against a house almost 
under water, of which the people immediately laid hold, and 
thereby saved the whole family, and some others who would have 
certainly perished ; and in another, an old man and his wife were 
found hanging by the spars of the roof, the water being so high. 

ScoUwood. — Joseph Thompson, of Scotswood boat, by the rapi- 
dity of the flood had part of his cellars driven down, and thereby 
lost six half barrels of ale, together with a large quantity of house- 
hold furniture, provisions, and wearing appareL 

Newburn. — The loss on Heddon-haugh to Gerard Handyside, of 
Heddon-on-tfce-Wall, was estimated at £76. ; Robert Edingtoft, 
of Lemington, staithman, £26. ; John Weatherley, of Lemington, 
staithman, £21.; Robert Chambers,- of Lemington, waggon- 
wright, £22. ; together with many more smaller sums. 

Wylam Colliery.— The damage done to Wylam Colliery by the 
inundation was very great, the whole of the workings been entirely 
filled with water, amounting to 300 acres, containing 1,728,000 
hogsheads of water in the several seams of coals. The expenses 
attending the drawing of the said water, and the damages done in 
the several pits and workings underground, were estimated at up- 
wards of £800. 

Ovingham. — A portrait of the tragical misfortune that attended 
John Johnson, of the boat-house, which was carried away, and 
eight persons perished. When the water entered the house, there 
Were ten people in it, the boatman, his wife, and two children, his 
mother, and his brother, his man and maid-servants, with a young 
man from Prudhoe, and one George Simpson a labouring man ; on 



their perceiving the danger they were in, they all went up stair* 
and as the water advanced, they ascended nearer the roof of the 
house, till at last they were obliged to break through the wall into 
the stable, that was built at the east end of the dwelling-house, 
thinking it a place of greater safety, both by its strength and situa- 
tion, and made themselves a temporary place to sit on, by putting 
a deal and a ladder betwixt the binding balks, and there remained 
till one in the morning. At which time, perceiving the dwelling* 
house gone, and the stable beginning to yield to the impetuosity of 
the flood, they got upon the top of the stable, when three of them 
climbed up to the chimney top, viz. George Simpson, the young 
man from Prudhoe, and the boatman's brother ; and the boatman, 
his wife, mother, and two children, and the man and maid-servants, 
remained as before: when in an instant, the building, fell, and 
they were all swept away by the torrent, and carried down along 
with the thafch, &c. for the space of two hundred and fifty-twp 
yards into a wood, where the boatman, his brother, and maid,, 
servant, got upon trees, and continued in that situation for ten 
hours before they Could be relieved, and the maid died soon after 
she was got to land. The unhappy husband, when he seized the 
tree with one hand, catched his wife with the other, and, after 
holding her two or three minutes, she was wrested from him in 
fifteen feet depth of water, and in the midst of a rapid current 
The wretched husband and his brother, were the only survivors, 
left without bread to eat, or necessary apparel to put on, without 
a bed to lie upon, or even an house to put their heads in ; and 
what was most affecting of all, to be bereft of an indulgent mother, 
an affectionate wife, and two tender babes, and to see them all laid 
together in the common bed of dust. His loss of goods, &c were 
estimated at £1 1 8. Is. 4d. The following sums were given to him, 
viz. Lady Broughton. £7« 7s- ; Lord Strathmore, £10. 10a. ; John 



8 

Simpson, Esq. £2. 2s. ; John Ord, Esq. £2. 2s. ; and £37. 13s. 
Id. in smaller sums ; together with a sum paid by the committee. 
The other losses in this parish were very great, particularly to 
William Pruddoe, of the Hagg, farmer, whose damage was esti- 
mated at £154. 

&g/br<Z.-~The loss in this township was very considerable to 
several of the formers, viz. George- Angus, whose loss was esti- 
mated at £130. ; George Angus, jun. £69. ; George Green, £39. ; 
and George Burdis, £36. 

BywdL — The inhabitants of ByweH were among the most un- 
happy sufferers in this melancholy catastrophe. The whole village 
was under water ; and in the dining-room and other rooms on the 
first floor of Mr. Fen wick's house it was eight feet deep, seven feet 
higher than it was ever known in the memory of man. Mr. F.'s 
corn, hay, carts, carriages, harness, cows, sheep, hounds, &c in 
general were lost, drowned, or carried away. All the garden 
walls were broken down, and the gardens entirely destroyed. 
His bridges and buildings, for several uses, all thrown down, and 
a delay of five minutes would have effected destruction to his 
whole stud, together with four servants. Most of the valuable 
stud of horses were got into the inside of the Black Church, 
and saved themselves by holding by the tops of the pews, which 
were allowed to continue in their gnawed state for several years 
after the flood ; and a mare belonging to Mr. Elliott, father-in- 
law of Mr. T. Bewick, who was on a visit at By well at the time, 
was saved in the same church by getting upon the altar table 
About ten houses were swept away, and six persons perished, 
viz. the wife and daughter of Thompson the sexton, the wife and 
daughter of Lowes the miller, and Mary Morpeth and daughter. 
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Several lives were saved miraculously by twigs, ropes, trees, &c 
and man j people were taken out of their houses through the roofs, 
&c The shrieks of women and of children, frantic with all the - 
agonies of despair, will better be conceived than described. The 
White Church yard wall was entirely destroyed, and a great part 
of the church yard carried away. The Black Church walls were 
likewise very much ruined, and the parish accounts destroyed. — 
Dead bodies and coffins were torn out of the church yards, and the 
living and the dead promiscuously clashed in the torrent. Mr. 
Fenwick's humanity on this occasion, by sending the unhappy 
sufferers a most seasonable relief, merited the highest encomium. - 
The following persons were the principal sufferers in this place :— 
Messrs Lowes and Smith, £176. ; Dorothy Lawson, £172.; 
-George Jewett, £37.; Joseph Peal, £65.; Catharine Morpeth 
and family, £48. ; and John Hargrave, £39. 

Hexham, — The vast deluge they had there by the inundation of 
the river Tyne was almost beyond expression, though it did very 
little damage to Hexham town, as they were pretty far out of 
water-mark ; but the low fields and haughs near Hexham, belong- 
ing to the inhabitants, suffered greatly ; most of them were gar- 
dens, which were all left only beds of sand and wreck. Besides 
part of the land adjoining the river being taken away, a great 
quantity of corn and hay -stacks were destroyed, and much land, ' 
which was sown with hard corn. One former had nine stacks 
taken out of his yard, and five others came down the river, and 
landed within ten yards of the stack-yard in which his own had 
been. In part of the Spital, belonging to Mr. Westall, a large 
square stone was discovered, seemingly the base of a pedestal or 
cross. 

Mr. John Kirsop, of the Thorns, suffered very much from the 
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flood, having all his stacks of corn, hay, &c. and husbandry uten- 
sils entirely swept away, estimated at £125., exclusive of the seed 
sown and the damage done to the farm. 

Mr. William Harbottle of Anick Grange, lost two hund- 
red and thirty sheep, valued at nearly £150. and six carts of 
hay. 

John Gamster, of Ainwick, lost two asses and one foal. 

Robert Bell, of Broomhaugh, lost twenty-two sheep, two 
swine, one cow, and six stacks of corn, valued at upwards of 
£70. 

The estates of Mr. Dunn, with his corn stacks, suffered greatly ; 
as also some other grounds belonging to Sir Walter Blackett. 

Edward Forster, of Tyne Green, in this parish, a poor man se- 
venty years of age, and able to do very little for himself, saved his 
wife and two children by getting out at a back door just in time, 
the water having broke into the house in different parts, and 
being then about a yard deep ; and, in an hour's time after, side- 
wall height, so that they had no time or opportunity to save any 
thing belonging to them but the cloaths on their backs, and their 
children naked. Their distressed condition must have been greatly 
increased if their then landlord, Mr. John Tate, had not, in his 
own house, given them immediate relief, and continued it till they 
got themselves provided for. 

John Bewick, of Tyne Green, wheelwright, together with his 
wife and three children, saved themselves after a very near 
escape, by getting into a loft in their own house ; and there re- 
maining the whole night, expecting every moment that the 
house would be swept away by the fury of the current. 

The family of James Pyle, of Tyne Green, woodman (who was 
from home at the time the flood happened), a wife and infant 
child, were in the utmost danger of losing their lives by the flood, 
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saved themselves by getting into an upper room of the house of 
John Bewick, their neighbour, and there remaining with his 
family the whole night, with the water side-wall high. 

Hugh Wharton, of Temple Sowerby, in Westmoreland, who, 
at the time the flood happened, and for some time before, resided 
at Hexham, where, in the neighbourhood thereof, he had for some 
years bought ash and plain trees, for the carrying on of his busi- 
ness of a dish-maker, had a considerable number of trees swept 
away out of a close adjoining the river by the flood. 

John Mitford, of Tyne Mills, miller, lost hay worth upwards of 
£40. ten bolls of barley, two cows, seventeen swine, and eight load 
of potatoes. The water-course to the mills was entirely diverted. 

William White, gardener, a very poor old man, suffered con- 
siderably, by the flood carrying away the trenches of his garden, 
and leaving the ground covered with wreck, roots, and sand, 
about a yard deep. 

John Hutchinson, gardener, a poor man with a small family, 
lost fifteen loads of potatoes, together with a large quantity of 
cabbages, onions, &c. 

James Lawson, a very poor man, had an ass (in foal) drowned. 

Adam Porteus, gardener, had much damage done to the soil of 
his garden, besides losing several loads of potatoes, hay, &c 

Two families near Hexham, being surrounded with the flood, 
had no other way to escape than by standing upon one another's 
shoulders, and pushing open the roofs of their houses, and by the 
help of one another, and standing upon the household' furniture, 
got to the outside, and there sat, some of them half naked, upon 
the tops of the houses, nine or ten hours in this dismal situation, 
before any help could get to them ; but happily the houses did not 
fall, and they were all saved, though almost perished, as it rained 
the greatest part of the night. 



12 

Warden*— In this parish, Mr. John Walton, joiner, of Warden 
Boatside, was the principal sufferer— Jane Scott, of West Boat 
Houses ; Jane Hudspeth, of Warden Boatside ; and John Mains, 
of the Bleacher House, all suffered considerably. 

Haydon Bridge*— At Haydon Bridge it overflowed the whole 
town, which obliged the men, with women and children on their 
backs, to wade almost up to their necks to the church, where they 
found sanctuary ; when the Rev. Mr. Harrison behaved with the 
greatest humanity, by getting them fire, with food and raiment 
from his house. 

Michael Topping, of Millhills, lost eleven sheep and twelve 



The following persons,/ inhabitants in and about Haydon 
Bridge, sustained much damage:— John Armstrong, weaver; 
Edward Bell, innkeeper ; Richard Forster, blacksmith ; Edward 
Coats, butcher ; Thomas Walton, maltster ; Henry Boyd, publi- 
can ; and John Atkinson, joiner. 

Hatiwhistle. — The greatest sufferer in this parish was George 
Jackson, farmer, whose house was swept away by the flood, con- 
taining all his furniture, cheese, husbandry utensils, hay, corn, 
&c, estimated at upwards of £120. ; and the lives of his family 
were saved, with great difficulty, by the courage of John 
Leathert, his neighbour. 

John Smith, labourer, of the Toehouse, had a galloway drown- 
ed, which was the principal support of a large family. 

Isaac Waugh, farmer, received considerable damage amongst 
his winter corn, and by the breaking in of the banks of the burn 
upon his meadow ground, &c. 

William Dodgshon, miller, of Bellister Mill, had a great 
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quantity of corn, together with his household furniture, entirely 
swept away. 

William «Somerbell, of Mill-house; John Lee, of Widon-eals ; 
and Thomas Hetherington, of Bellister, also suffered considerably. 

Allandale. — The wooden bridge at Allandale was swept away 
entire, and discovered the next day lying across a lane near New* 
brough, as exactly as if fixed there by human means. 

Ann Bell,, of Harper Town, a poor widow with a numerous and 
small family, suffered much damage to corn, &c valued at £18. 

Nicholas Maugham, of Allandale, had two horses swept away 
and drowned by the flood in West Allandale Water, which were 
the support of himself and family, in the carriage way between the 
said town and Alstone. 

Simoriburru— George Richardson, of Chollerford Farm, together 
with his wife and three infant children, saved their lives by get- 
ting into the loft of the dwelling-house. His loss was estimated 
at £19. 

William Robley, of Smalesmouth, had the corn, &c of three 
forms entirely swept away, value at £109. 

ChoUertotu — Thomas Brown, of Chipchase Boat-house, weaver, 
with a wife and five small children, suffered considerably. 



RIVER WEAR. 

Sunderland.— The flood in the river Wear was nearly as violent 
as in the Tyne. 

On the Saturday morning it began to rain, and continued with- 
out intermission till next morning. As this rain was far from 
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being violent, no bad consequence was apprehended ; so that the 
usual precautions of securing the ships and keels were hardly taken. 
By two or three o'clock on the Sunday morning, they were 
alarmed by the greatest flood ever known there, which broke 
adrift most of the ships in the harbour. The cries of the poor 
boys (few of the men being on board), with the cracking of the 
ships, was indeed terrible. All the assistance possible was sent 
by the inhabitants ; but the darkness and wetness of the night, 
prevented many from receiving proper help. Day-break pre- 
sented a shocking scene ; thirty-four ships wrecked upon the bar, 
and on the north and south sand; the keels driving to sea by 
dozens, and continuing to do so most of the day ; the violence of 
the current being so great, that no assistance could be given them ; 
and they were apprehensive that none might be left to carry on 
their business. The number of keels driven away was uncertain : 
'twas at first thought to be three hundred, sixty or seventy of 
which, however, were totally lost. The damage they sustained 
was uncertain, and it was said forty thousand pounds would not 
make good the loss. Many men and boys were drowned. A part 
of the pier gave way to the force of the water, and another part 
was damaged by the ships which drove against it. Shocking 
accounts were received from the staiths ; many of the inhabitants 
being saved, by unroofing the houses, and taking them out in 
boats. Three collieries were filled with water by the river break- 
ing in. One engine was entirely ruined, and others much dama- 
ged. One staith was compleatly washed away. This flood was 
eight or nine feet higher than that in October, 1770. 

Eight or nine dead bodies came on shore that morning in the 
harbour. 

Chester-k'Street.~-The water at Chester-le-Street extended near 
200 yards, from north to south in the street, and did considerable 
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damage to the dwelling-houses and shops there. — The mill, with 
most of the mill-houses and furniture, belonging to John Ethring- 
ton, near Cocken, were carried away ; as were also all the corn- 
stacks belonging to Mr. Mowbrays, at Newbrough, the fishing- 
lodge, and most of the furniture of Lumley Boat-house. The 
collieries at North Biddick, Chater's Haugh, and Low Lambton, 
on the Wear, were all filled with water, and upwards of thirty 
horses in the different workings drowned. Several houses with 
waggons, and a great quantity of coals were swept off; and the 
fire-engines belonging to the two former collieries entirely destroy- 
ed. All the low grounds from Chester to Cocken were covered 
with the dead -carcases of horses, cows, oxen, and sheep, and also 
with corn and hay stacks, household furniture, and wood of all 
kinds. 

Durham. — Two houses at the end of Framwellgate Bridge were 
entirely swept away. The new bridge, and one of the Abbey 
mills, shared the same fate. Mrs. Morgan's house, and Mr. 
Wilkinson's coach-house, both in Elvet, were driven down by the 
water, but the houses behind prevented their being carried off. 
Mr. Bambrough, at Hoffel, lost nine horses, besides cows and 
sheep ; his stacks of corn and hay were much damaged ; and his 
turnips and seed entirely swept off the ground. Mr. Weller lost 
three post-chaises, besides other considerable damage. Mr. Star- 
forth, at the factory, suffered greatly. All the inhabitants in the 
lower part of the two Elvets sustained great damage. The water 
was above eight feet higher than ever was known before. The 
back buildings, garden walls, &c near the river, afforded a very 
ruinous prospect. Very fortunately no lives were lost there. 
Two of Mr. Carr's servants of Cocken, were lost in crossing the 
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river at Cocken ford. Several horses, cows, &c were drowned in 
the stables and byers there. 

RIVER TEES. 

Stockton.— On the Saturday night there was the greatest flood in 
the river Tees that was ever known in the memory of man. 

The flood at Stockton, though greater than ever remembered, 
did not do much damage ; one warehouse, and two or three cellars, 
with liquor, were under water. As soon as the flood was disco- 
vered at Stockton, carriages were procured to take two boats over 
land to Yarm, with some experienced sailors, who, thereby, saved 
the lives of many. 

Farm.— It began to rain there very early on the Saturday 
morning, and continued without intermission all that day. The 
Rev. Mr. Bramwell (to whom the inhabitants of that town were 
under the greatest obligations for the many times he had furnish- 
ed them with timely intelligence, and more especially this flood, 
when, at the hazard of his life, he ventured home, being then in 
Yarm, riding for several hundred yards with the water up to the 
axle of his carriage wheels) sent off an express from Hurworth, 
who arrived at Yarm between 8 and -9 o'clock that night, and in- 
formed the town, that the water was higher at Hurworth, when 
he came away, than it had been for some years ; and would be 
very high here about three o'clock on the Sunday morning ; but 
as it grew very fast when he left the place, there was no ascer- 
taining how high. This message occasioned the inhabitants to 
remove their goods. The Cross bell was rung, that every one 
might be alarmed ; but as the water was, at the arrival of the 
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messenger, not much above the quays, no person seemed to be in 
any hurry, as it had so much to rise before it could do any damage 
in the town : But they were deceived, for it increased so feat upon 
them that several were obliged to quit their shops and warehouses 
before they had got their goods sufficiently secured, in order to 
save their own lives. Some narrowly escaped being swept away 
in endeavouring to reach their dwelling-houses. Sunday morning 
discovered a most dreadful scene. All the town (not so much as 
a single house excepted) lay under water. The arches of the 
bridge were quite full, so that the water made its way over the 
battlements, and the greatest part being driven back with a dread- 
ful torrent down the west side of the town, swept almost every 
thing away which opposed its force. All the garden walls from 
Flapper Street to Bentley Wiend, to the number of near 60, were 
thrown down, as also a dwelling-house, (happily no one in it) op- 
posite to Mr. Hartley's, in the same street ; whose house must 
likewise inevitably have shared the same fete, had it not been re- 
markably strong. The court wall before his house, with the 
gates, and part of his garden wall, were swept away. • A great 
deal of the garden wall at the Frierage, belonging to Edward 
Meyhell, Esq. was gone, and the garden almost ruined. Yarm 
church too also suffered greatly ; all. the pews from the north 
and south aisles were turned bottom up. The pulpit in it was 
thrown with its top upon the steps going to the communion 
table ; and several of the windows broken to pieces. A beautiful 
little organ was quite spoiled. The water in the church was 
about three yards deep. The main street was a picture of ruin 
and devastation. Six dwelling-houses were entirely demolished 
in it, and many more rendered uninhabitable. There were seven 
persons drowned, and one of the bodies missing. In one house, - 
where there were three people, two were drowned ; and the other 

D 
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was saved by hanging nineteen hours op to the chin in water by 
the top of a window. At the low end of the town, a weaver, 
who' was a good swimmer, saved the lives of many. On the 
Sunday morning before day-light, he hearing the cries of many 
' people, who seemed to be drowning, courageously leaped out of 
his chamber window, and swimming to the chamber windows of 
several houses where the poor distressed creatures were, conduct- 
ed them to a place of safety. This was at a time when no boats 
could be got. The shambles were entirely swept away. Several 
trades-people were greatly injured, as they only removed their 
goods about a foot out of the water-mark of the great flood there 
in February, 1753, which was not so high as this by five feet eight 
inches* 

The inhabitants of Yarm were under the greatest obligations to 
the town of Stockton ; particularly to Mr. Leonard Robinson, 
who did every day, after this unhappy affair, send several cart 
loads of bread, firkins of butter, and several hundred bushels of 
coals; likewise to Thomas Peirse, Esq. of Peirseburgfa, who sent 
his carriages down with provisions ; also to Dr. Vane, of Long • 
Newton, Mr. Dundas, Mr. Tempest, Mrs. Robinson, Mrs. 
Killinghall, and Edward Meynell, Esq. who all contributed very 
handsomely ; and two ladies of Darlington, who gave £50. each. 
Richmond, Guisborough, and Ayton, also contributed very 
largely, so that the poor people were very well off. 

Dar&ngton^-The turnpike road below Mr. Emerson's bank, at 
Winston; for some hundred yards was entirely washed away, and 
above an acre of ground from the adjoining field. The water pas- 
sed through Gainford, and carried away about seven yards of the 
church yard, with the coffins and corpses ; some of them stopped 
on Mr. Hill's ground, at Black-weLL— The Vicar's garden suffered 
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greatly. The walk-mill at Fiersehridge, and about an acre of 
Lord Darlington's field, on the east of that place, were driven 
away. 'Twas half a mile broad at Low Consclrff to Cleasby , and 
it levelled quick-set hedges, rooted up large trees, covered the 
grounds above a foot thick, some with mud, and some with sand, 
stones, and graveL The castle hill at Blackwell, was washed 
away. The water was above six feet high in William Allison's 
house at Oxenhall Field; it spoiled the corn stacks, drowned two 
of his &t oxen, a mare and foal, and with foal, of the Traveller's 
breed, with a four years old one of the same sort, very valuable ; 
a draught horse, and a ram that cost him ten guineas, and spoil- 
ed all the household furniture below stairs; twas as high as 
the centre of his clock pointer. He saved his stallion, which was 
in a stable built on purpose for him, that stood on the highest 
ground, though" he was up to the rump in water. The family at 
Slip-in abandoned the house, and escaped with much difficulty to 
William Jolly's ; had they stayed three minutes longer they had 
been drowned. All the cottages in Croft, Mr. Milbanke's and 
Mr. Chay tor's garden walls were laid flat The flood was in the 
church, and it broke down and carried the gates away. About 
twenty yards of the parapet wall of the bridge next the turnpike 
gate were overturned, and the gate carried off. A wall of William 
Almond's, and part of Martin Hammond's house were demolish- 
ed. At Jtowcfiff, where John Dobson lived, the water forced 
them to seek shelter in the chamber, where it also came ; but 
providentially the house stood. His corn stack, hay stacks, and 
cattle were earned away by the stream, but some of the live 
stack was saved bj the jetty at Hurworth, that Mr. Bland built. 
Fist of Mr. Bramweltts garden wall at Hurworth, was broken 
down, and several houses at Neasham. Robert <3axten had tw* 
hay stacks swept away. In a fine ploughed field of George 
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Best's, opposite High Conscliff, about seven acres of the soil were 
washed away, and nothing but a gravel bed left 

At Croft, during the flood, there was a very affecting scene 
between a man and his wife, who, when they were forced to the 
top of the house, the under part being all under water, they clung 
by the rigging tree a long time ; but at last, the old woman being 
no longer able to bear herself up, took leave of her husband and 
dropt : On which the husband, out of lasting affection, replied,— 
" No, my dear, as we have lived forty years happily together, so 
let us die in peace and love ;" and instantly leaving his hold, re- 
signed himself to the will of Providence. It happened, however, 
that the upper floor of the house was left standing, and they were 
happily saved thereon, the water having subsided. 

Bartmrdcastk. — The water there was so high that the arch on 
the Yorkshire side of the bridge could not admit the quantity that 
came down, which forced its way over the battlements, and a great 
part of it took its course along the street on that side ; it drove 
away the causeway, washed the soil down to the rock, and by that 
means undermined and demolished eight dwelling-houses, most of 
them of considerable value. Some of the houses were entirely 
swept away, not one stone being left ; others had a small part of 
their ruins standing, and the bridge end was about four yards 
higher than the rock, so that persons going into Yorkshire, de- 
scended by a ladder.,— There were no lives lost, though some were 
in the utmost danger. A woman, her daughter, and servant 
maid, were in a house surrounded with water, about five o'clock 
in the evening ; insomuch, that no person could get to their assis- 
tance ; and, about eight o'clock the houses adjoining began to fall, 
and pontinued falling till ten in the evening. One of the gable 
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ends of the houses, where the poor creatures were, fell down, and 
in this situation they continued till two o'clock the next morning, 
expecting every moment to perish, when the water felling, they 
were with great difficulty taken out alive, and unhurt. The 
damage done at this bridge end only, was estimated at £1000. and 
upwards. Great damage was also done to the mills in that neigh- 
bourhood, and numbers of fine cattle were drowned. The miller 
at Wycliff lost three horses, and was driven himself for safety into 
the highest room. At Barforth, Mr. Cornforth lost two stacks of 
hay, seven sheep, and a brood mare of considerable value. 



RIVER EDEN. 

Appkby^-On the Saturday, about three o'clock in the afternoon, 
the river Eden began to rise, and swelled higher than ever was 
known, so that foot passengers could not get along the road. The 
rain began the preceding day, and continued that night, next day, 
and till a little after eleven at night, which being the market day, 
many people were detained in town. The flood levelled about 
twenty yards of the park wall belonging to the Earl of Thanet, 
carried a boat out of the park bottom past the town, and about 
fifteen yards of the court wall of the new jail damaged ; also the 
floors of the two wings of the same prison were much settled. 
Part of the side wall of Robert Fallowfield's stable, which was the 
house of correction, and joins to the bridge end, was beaten down ; 
he suffered greatly by loss, which was chiefly hay. So did the 
Rev. Mr. Tatham in hay and corn ; Mr. Nicholson in corn ; Mr. 
Yates, school-master, in hay; and some others; but these lost 
most. In houses it removed dressers, tables, &c and clashed one 
against another ; many lost great quantities of liquors ; the water 
ran with a strong current along Bridge-street, and on the high 
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side of the low cross; it also came down tfat church yard, and ran 
out at the church gates, tore up flags in the cloisters, and the 
pavement in the street ; two arches in the church were cracked, 
the one with two cracks, and the window over the arch was open- 
ed at the joints ; the occasion of this was supposed to be bj the 
pillars settling in the ground, as the water was supposed to have 
washed away part of the gravelly foundation ; several flags in the 
aisles were settled ; two large breaches were made in the garden 
walls, belonging to John Robinson, Esq. and a wall opposite to his 
garden, with a great deal of earth trenched up against it, as a bat- 
tlement to prevent the flood running down a large bottom called 
St Nicholas, (where it is supposed there formerly was a church) 
was washed away, all but about twenty yards at the high end. 
Bolton is three miles below, where the mill was carried away, and 
the poor miller lost all his goods, hay, corn, &c. and a new cart 
The miller and his family, with difficulty saved themselves, by 
making their escape to Bolton ; this was the second time that mill 
had been carried away by the water. The mile . stone, at the 
bridge end, was removed about a yard, and two other large stones 
that stood about five feet out of the ground, by the side of the 
turnpike road ; also the guide posts were beat down by the rapi- 
dity of the torrent 

Ctafcfc— • On the Sunday they had there the greatest flood ever 
known. It was so high in Rkkergate, as to drown a horse in 
Mrs. Graham's stable ; and a mare drowned, with saddle and bri- 
dle on, was brought down the Eden by the torrent, from whence 
they knew not, into a back yard there. One dwelling-house was 
entirely demolished in Caldergate; and the mill at Botcherby, 
near that place, with some cattle, was quite swept away. 
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Kendalyin Westmoreland*-. They had constant heavy rains for three 
days and three nights. Great damages were done, and many 
dreadful misfortunes happened; one of which was, three men 
^standing upon Wennington bridge, looking at something coming 
down the river, the bridge fell in, and they all perished. One of 
the men was drowned within sight of his wife and family, being 
just before his own door. At a place called Betham, graves were 
washed open, and corpses and coffins were floating for some time. 



ACCOUNT OF THE IRRUPTION OF SOLWAY 
MOSS. 

BY MB. J. WALKEB, OF MOFFAT. " 

Abridged from the Philosophical Transaction*. 

It is not surprising that this irruption has every where attract- 
ed the attention of the public ; for though the cause of it is obvi- 
ous, yet the alteration that it has produced on the nice of the 
earth seems to be greater than any we have known in Britain, , 
from natural causes, since the destruction of Earl Goodwin's 
estate. It happened on the 16th of December, when there fell 
such a deluge of rain, over all the north of England, as has not 
been known, for at least 200 years. There was a very great flood 
at Moffat, but Mr. W. thinks he has seen one or two greater, and 
certainly it was not so extraordinary here, as farther south. 

The Solway Flow contains 1300 acres of very deep and tender 
moss, which before this accident was impassable, even in summer, 
to a foot passenger. It was mostly of the quag kind, which is a 
sort of moss covered at top with a turf of heath and coarse aquatic 
grasses ; but so soft and watery below, that if a pole is once thrust 
.through the turf, it can easily be pushed, though perhaps 15 or 20 
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feet long, to the bottom. If a person ventures on one of these 
quags, it bends in waves under his feet ; and if the surface breaks, 
he is in danger of sinking to the bottom.* The surface of the 
Flow was, at different places, between 50 and 80 feet higher than 
the fine fertile plain, between it and the river Esk: About the 
middle of the Flow were the deepest quags, and there the moss 
was elevated higher above the plain, than in any part of the 
neighbourhood. From this, to the farm called the Gap, upon the 
plain there was a broad gully, though not very deep, through 
which a brook used to run. The moss, being quite overcharged 
with the flood, burst at these quags, about eleven o'clock at night, 
and finding a descent at hand, poured its contents through the 
gully into the plain. It surprized the inhabitants of twelve towns 
in their beds.+ Nobody was lost, but many of the people saved 
their lives with great difficulty. Next morning, thirty-five 
families were found dispossessed, with the loss of most of their 
corn and some cattle. $ Some of the houses were near totally 

* The surface was always so much of a quagmire, that in most . 
places it was hardly safe for any thing heavier than a sportsman to 
venture on, even in the l driest summers. A great number of 
Scotchmen, in the army commanded by Oliver Sinclair, in «the 
time of Henry VIII. lost their lives in it ; and it is said that 
some people digging peats on it, met with the skeleton of a trooper 
and his horse in complete armour, not many years ago. 

-f- Those who were nearest the place of bursting were alarmed 
with the unusual noise it made ; others not till it had entered their 
houses, or even, as was the case with some, not till they found it 
in their beds. 

% The case of a cow seems singular enough to deserve a parti- 
cular mention. She was the only one of eight in the same cow- 
house, that was saved, after having stood sixty hours up to the 
neck in mud and water. When she was got out, she did not re- » 
fuse to eat, but water she would not taste, nor could even look at, 
without showing manifest signs of horror. She is now reconciled 
to it, and likely to recover. 
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covered, and others of them he saw standing in the moss, up to 
the thatch* the side walls being about eight feet high. 

In the morning, above 200 acres were entirely overwhelmed ; 
and this body of moss and water, which was of such consistency, 
as to move freely, continued to spread itself on all hands for seve- 
ral days. It was come to a stop, when Mr. W. saw it, and had 
covered 303 acres, as he was informed by a gentleman, who had 
looked over the plans of the grounds, with Mr. Graham the pro- 
prietor : but every fell of rain sets it again in motion, and it has 
now overspread above 400 acres. At the farthest part it had run 
within a musket shot of the post road leading from Moffat to Car- 
lisle, when he saw it, but it is since flowed over the road, and 
reached the Esk. This river, which was one of the clearest in the 
world, is now rendered black as ink, by the mixture of the moss, 
and no salmon has since entered into it. A farmer also told him, 
that on removing the moss, to get at a well which it had covered, 
they round all the earth-worms lying dead on the surface of the 
ground. The land that is covered was all inclosed with hedges, 
bore excellent crops of wheat and turnips, and rented from eleven J 
to fourteen shillings, besides the taxes and tythes, which amount- 
ed to four shillings per acre. 

Mr. W. endeavoured to guess at the depth of the moss on the 
plain, by a large thorn, which stands in the middle of it, and 
which is buried to above the division of the branches. The far- 
mers told him, that it stood upon a rising, more than six feet 
above the general level of the plain : and that it was upwards of 
nine feet high, of clear stem. By this account, great part of the 
plain must be covered fifteen feet deep with the moss : and near 
the firm called the Gap, there were some considerable hollows, 
where they think the moss, at present, lies full thirty feet deep. 
The tallest hedges^on the land are all covered over the top. The 

£ 
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houses axe not so much buried, because they stood mostly on the 
higher parts of the fields ; and towards the extremities of the 
moss, he observed it, in many places, not above three or four feet 
deep, owing likewise to the rising of the ground. 

The gut through which the whole of the moss flowed that 
covered the plain, is only about fifty yards wide, and the gully 
near a quarter of a measured mile long. The brook being stopped 
up by the moss, has now formed a lake. 

About 400 acres of the flow, next the place of its evacuation, 
appear to have sunk from five to twentyfive feet : and this sub- 
sidence has occasioned great fissures on those parts of the moss 
which refused to sink. These fissures are from four to eight feet 
wide, and as much in depth. The surface of the flow, consisting 
of heath and coarse grass, was torn away in large pieces, which 
still lie on the surface of the new moss, some of them from twenty 
to fifty feet long. But the greater part of the surface of the flow 
remained, and only subsided; the moss, rendered thin by the 
flood, running away from under it. 

Looking over the Solway moss, at the village of Longtown, 
where there is a bridge on the Esk, they formerly saw only the 
tops of the trees at Gratney , a house of the Marquis of Annan- 
dale's, four miles distant ; but now they see them almost to the 
ground. And looking over it, in another direction, they now 
see two farm towns of Sir William Maxwell's, which were not 
before visible. So that the ridge of the flow or moss seems to 
have subsided about twenty-five feet 
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LIST OF THE BRIDGES CARRIED AWAY. 

Upon the river Tyne. 
Newcastle, Ridley Hall, 

Eales, Haydon, 

Alston, ChoUerford, 

Featherstooe, with bouse and Hexham, new bridge, 
mill, GlenwhelL 

Upon the river Wear. 

Witton, Frosterly, 

Durham, new bridge, Wokingham. 

Upon the river Greaia, 

Greata, with a house, Rutherford. 

Gilmonby, 




THE 

FOLLOWING RESOLUTIONS 

WERE PASSED AT THE FIRST 

GENERAL MEETING OF THE GENTLEMEN 

or THE 

COUNTY OF NORTHUMBERLAND. 

Hexham, 19th December, 177L 

J he Gentlemen and Clergy of this county, at a general meeting 
held here this day, for receiving informations of the loss and da- 
mage which many of the inhabitants of the said county have bus- 
tained by the late dreadful and destructive inundation, and for 
procuring speedy relief to the unhappy sufferers, came to the fol- 
lowing resolutions :— 

1—- That books for subscriptions to this charity be immediately 
opened in the several towns undermentioned. 

Newcattk, Mr. Thomas Davidson* Under Sheriff for the 

county of Northumberland. 

Hexham, Mr. Ralph Heron, Bailiff for the manor of Hex- 
ham. 

/Shields, Mr. Brough, Attorney at law. 

Morpeth^ The Head Bailiff of the Corporation. 

Alnwicky Mr. Lindsay, Coroner for the county. 

Belfird, The Rev. Mr. Noble. 

Rothbury, Mr. Robert Storer. 

Wooler, The Rev. Mr. Allan. 

StamJbrdJiam,...T>octQT Scott, Coroner for the county. 
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Bcllitifham, The Rev. Mr. Harrison. 

HaitwhuOe, The Rev, Mr. Rotheram, 

Berwick Mr. Major. 

2— That the subscribers be desired to pay their money at the 
time they subscribe, as the objects of this charity are in want of 
immediate support. 

3.— That the money subscribed and paid in the several towns 
abovementioned, shall be transmitted weekly to the Treasurer of 
the county, or to one o£ the banks in Newcastle, on his account. 

4. — That the* agents of Noblemen and Gentlemen having pro- 
perty in this county, and are not at this time resident therein, be 
desired to transmit to their masters the resolutions of this meet- 
ing. 

6-— That a Committee of thirty-three Gentlemen and Clergy- 
men, residing near to the river Tyne, where the principal damage 
was done, be appointed and authorised to distribute, amongst the 
sufferers by the late inundation, all the money which shall be 
raised by this subscription ; and that the Committee be desired to 
use their endeavours to be truly informed, not only of the loss 
which individuals have suffered, but also of the present condition 
and circumstances of the sufferers, that the distribution of the 
money to be collected may bear proportion to the necessity of the 
receivers. 

6 That the Committee be desired to meet on Monday first, in 

the Grand Jury room, in Hexham, in order to get the accounts de- 
livered to them by the sufferers, as well authenticated as the 
nature of the case will admit, and adjourn from time to time as 
shall judge necessary. 

7— -That any seven of the Committee be empowered to transact 
all business relative to this charity, excepting the disposal of 
money, on which occasion eleven at least must be present* 
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&— That the Committee, or the major pert thereof, may; at 
their first or second meeting, draw upon the County Treasurer* or 
one of the banks in Newcastle, for any sum not exceeding £2t0., 
to be immediately distributed amongst the meet necessitous of 
the sufferers for their present support 

9— -That the books for subscriptions be kept open to the twen- 
tieth of January next, and no longer* < 

10— -That the Committee be desired to meet as soon as may be 
convenient after the books of subscription are shut, that they may, 
when they know the whole sum collected, settle the distributive 
shares to be paid to the respective objects of this charity. 

11— That as soon as all the money shall be distributed, the 
Committee be desired to publish, in the Newcastle newspapers, an 
account of their receipts and disbursements. 

The names of the Committee appointed to inquire into,, and 
settle and pay damages, according to the resolutions of Hexham, 
19th December, 1771. 

Rev. Mr. Hickman, Captain Smith, 

Rev. Mr. Gregson, Captain Bainbridge, 

Mr. Blackett, Wylam, Sir Lancelot Allgood, 

Mr. Wm. Fenwkk, By well, Mr. RiddeU, Swinburn, 

Rev. Mr. Stoddart, Mr. Lowes, Ridley Hall, 

Rev. Mr. landman, Mr. Errington, Walwick 

Rev. Mr. Scott, Grange, 

Mr. Tweddell, Unthank, Rev. Mr. Railston, 

Mr. Tweddell, Threepwood, Mr. Mewburn, Acomb, 

Rev. Mr. Rotheram, Rev. Mr. Clark, Hexham, 

Rev. Mr. Leeke, Rev. Mr. Busby, Hexham, 

Mr. Robert Lowes, Hexham, Mr. Lee, fiexham, 

Mr. Henry Tulip, Mr. Vazie, Hexham, 
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Mr. William Tulip, Mr. Thos. Kirsopp, Hexham, 

Dr. Dockwray, > Mr. Heron, Hexham, 

Mr. Bacon Wastell, Mr. Sparke, Hexham, 

Mr. William Hunter, Mr. Shaftoe, Hexham. 

At the first meeting of the Committee held 23d>Dec. 1771, at 
the Grand Jury room, in Hexham, pursuant to the resolutions of 
the general meeting on the 19th instant, 

Ordered,— That Mr. Lancelot Heron be appointed clerk to the 
Committee. 

Ordered,— That the several estimates to be received by this 
Committee of the losses sustained, and of the circumstances of the 
sufferers, shall be certified under the hands of the minister and 
churchwardens ; or instead of the churchwardens, two or more 
substantial inhabitants of the parishes where the losses happened. 

The question being put;, whether or no tenants, who have sus- 
tained injury by houses or lands being damaged or washed away, 
shall be considered objects of this charity, carried by a majority in 
the negative. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS, 

Made by the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, and others, fir the immediate 

relief of the unhappy sufferers, in toe County of Northumberland, 

by the late dreadful and destructive Inundation. 

£. s. d. 
Corporation of Newcastle upon Tyne, - 60 
Mark Milbanke, Esq. Barningham, - 10 
Henry Gillum, Esq. Middleton Hall, Essex, 21 
William Lowes, Esq. Ridley Hall, - 10 10 

Richard Newton, Morpeth, - - 2 2 

Rev. Mr. Smallridge, Bothall, . - 2 2 
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£. #. 


d. 


William Cresswell, Esq. Cresswell 


2 2 





John Milbanke, Esq. 


10 10 





Rev. Mr. Naylor, ... 


2 2 





William Swinburne, Esq. 


5 5 





William Ward, Esq. 


2 2 





John Orde, Esq. 


•2 2 





Rev. Charles Ward, Morpeth, 


2 2 





Mr. Edward Ward, sen. Morpeth, 


4 4 





Anonymous, by Mr. E. Ward, sen. 


5 





Mrs. Jane Strother, Alnwick, - 


2 2 





Sir Henry Grey, Bart. Howick, 


52 10 





Sir Thomas Haggerston, 


21 





Abraham Dixon, Esq. 


20 





Mr. Edward Roddam, 


2 2 





Mr. J. Collingwood, ... 


2 2 





Strother Kerr, Esq. - 


10 10 





Richard Wharton, Esq. 


2 2 


o. 


Mrs. Wharton, sen. - 


5 5 





Thomas Ilderton, Esq. 


2 2 





Sir William Middleton, Bart 


21 





William Charlton, Esq. 


5 5 





Mrs. Spearman, Eachwick, 


2 2 





Francis Blake, Esq. Tilmouth, 


10 10 





Rev. Thomas Rotheram, 


2 2 





Mr. Hunter, Walltown, 


2 2 





Mr. Surtees, Newbiggen, 


2 





Colonel Schutz, - * 


5 5 


.0 


Mr. Blackett, Wylam, 


- 100 o 





William Fenwick, Esq. Bywell, 


52 10 


« 


Matthew Ridley, Esq. 


20 






33 



Sir Matthew Ridley, 
Gawen Aynsley, Esq. 
Wiiliam Carr, Esq. 
Sir Lancelot AUgood, 
Mr. Tweddell, - - - 
' Mr. William Bainbridge, 
Mr. S. Clarke,. .... 
Robert Lowes, Esq. ... 
Mr. Simon Mewburn, 
Ralph Sparke, Esq. 
Mr. Henry Tulip, ... 

B. Wastell, Esq. 

Ralph Heron, Esq. - ... 

Thomas Kirsopp, Esq. 
John Errington, Esq. Walwick Grange, 
Thomas Riddell, Esq. 
Mrs. Mary Jurin, - 

William Fenwick, for William Sanderson, 
Mrs. Clarke, .... 

Rev. James Scott, ... 

Mr. William Hunter, 
Miss Bacon,' - - 

Miss Jenny Bacon, 
Miss Fanny Bacon, ... 
Mr. William Tulip, 
George Deleval, Esq. 
Mr. John Carrick, Wardrew, 
John Fenwick, Esq. ... 
George Silvertop, Esq. 
William Kirsopp, Esq. 



£. 
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11 
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TREASURER'S ACCOUNTS. 

£. s, d. 

Amount of subscriptions received, - . 1964 3 9 

Paid the first class of sufferers the full 
amount of their estimates, - £989 6 7£ 

Paid the second class 16s. 8d. V £. for 
£498. 18s. 64<L being the total of their 
estimates, .... 415 15 5$ 

Paid the third class 10s. V £. for £709. 
2s. 3id- being the total of their esti- 
mates, .... 

Paid to persons under no particular class, 35 10 

Paid expenses attending the charity, 



354 
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10 
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65 
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1860 
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19 


3J 














1964 


3 


9 



Balance afterwards distributed, 

LANCELOT HERON, Secretary. 




AN ACCOUNT 

OF 

C&e ©teat ifloan 

IK THE 

EIVER TYNE, &c. 

OX 8ATURDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 30, 1815. 



After a continued succession of frost and snow since the 17th of. 
November, a rapid thaw, accompanied with rain, commenced on 
Thursday the 28th of December, and continued the whole of 
Friday, when, towards the evening of that day, the wind began 
. to blow with great violence from the westward and south west. 
During the course of the night, the gale increased in a most 
alarming and excessive degree, and particularly towards midnight 
and next morning, when it blew with all the fury of a tornados- 
Many chimnies were in consequence blown down, and roofs 
injured ; the half finished roof of a house on the Windmill Hills 
being completely blown away. 

During the violent gale of wind on the night of Friday the 
29th ult the hostler at the White Hart inn, Old Flesh Market, 
in Newcastle, experienced a most providential escape; for as he 
was leading a horse into the yard, about eleven o'clock at night, ft 
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large stack of chimnies fell immediately before him, a part of 
which cut his hat in two places ; a few inches further would have 
been fetal to him. The strong flag stones in the yard were broken 
and forced several inches into the ground by the weight of the 

foiling niflnw. 

But the many accidents of this kind arising from the gale, are 
not worthy of recording, when compared to the severe and wide- 
spread injury occasioned by the overflowing of the river. For the 
immense accumulation of snow on the hills, amongst which both 
branches of the river flow, and indeed, on the whole face of the 
country, being suddenly melted through the united powers of the 
thaw and wind, the river Tyne, with all its tributary streams, 
was, in consequence, swelled to an extraordinary height ; and the 
rapidity of its course being greatly increased by the violence of 
the wind, it rolled along a resistless torrent, overflowing its banks 
and overwhelming every thing within its reach. 

So great a flood has not been known in this river since the 
flood in 1771 > which carried away Tyne Bridge; but though the 
river did not, on Saturday, rise to so great a height, yet the in- 
jury which has been sustained does not probably fell far short of 
■ that sustained on the former occasion. The water was at its 
greatest height about five o'clock on Saturday morning, when its 
appearance was particularly awfuL Some idea of the force of the 
current may be formed from the circumstance of the Carlisle, 
London trader, which was lying alongside the Quay, having torn 
up the cannon to which she was moored, and broken adrift. 
Another vessel also broke adrift from the Carlisle running foul of 
her, but both vessels were soon after brought up and secured. 
Most of the other vessels at the Quay were obliged, for security, 
to bring their anchors ashore, and festen them up to their stems 
in the pavement The Quayside and lower part of the Close 
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were overflowed, and amost every cellar filled with water. The 
loss which has thus accrued is very great, many of the cellars 
being full of sugars and other dry goods. The greatest sufferers 
in this way, that we have heard of, are Mr. Robson, wharfinger, 
(in whose death, that very morning, his family also sustained a 
further loss,) Mr. G. Thompson, chemist ; Mr. Teasdale, of the 
Dun Cow, Quayside ; Mr. Hebron, of the Bee Hive, and Mr. 
Vardy, of the Duke of Cumberland public-houses, in -the Close, 
The store of Mr. Robson was full of teas, paper, &c. ; and the cel- 
lar of Mr. Thompson of various kinds of dry goods. The loss of 
the others, was occasioned by the water filling the cellars in which, 
their mild beer was kept ; the casks containing which, not being 
bunged, the whole of their contents was spoiled. Mr. Teasdale's 
loss is considerable. Many other cellars were also filled, and 
many goods spoiled in them. Throughout the whole of Saturday, 
the fire engines were employed in pumping the water out of the 
several cellars. Considerable loss in timber has also been sustain- 
ed ; the shores of the river being covered with very great quan- 
tities, and the estimate of timber swept away, cannot be stated at 
less than £20,000. and is probably even beyond that sum. Part 
of this, it is to be hoped, may be ultimately recovered ; the loss 
of timber to T. Thompson* & Co., Shadforth & Co., Campbell & 
Co., Harle & Co., and R. Scaife, will undoubtedly be very great 

* Died, on the Tuesday following, at his house on the Wind- 
mill Hills, Mr. Thomas Thompson, merchant, of this town, aged 
' 43. The death of the deceased was occasioned by an over-exer- 
tion to save his property, during the violent storm in the night 
between the 29th and 30th ult. Too careless of a life in itself so 
valuable, he was seen repeatedly plunging into the river, anxious 
to save his floating timber, ere it was swept away by the over- 
whelming torrent. He, in consequence, caught a severe cold, 
which ended in an inflammation of the lungs, and all the art of 
the materia medica was unable to arrest the hand of death. 
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To describe, however, in detail; the severe losses which have 
been sustained by many individuals, would be impossible. Many 
horses and cows have been drowned, both in their pastures and 
stalls ; and the quantity of sheep which have been drowned and 
washed away is very, great. The loss of the latter animal is par- 
ticularly severe, from the circumstance of its being the season of 
the year when they are put to fatten on the turnips, and the fields 
of that plant, alopg both banks of the Tyne, .containing great 
quantities of sheep. Very great injury has also been done to the 
crops of corn, on all the low grounds near the river, the soil of 
many of the fields being entirely washed away, and others covered 
with sand, &c. Many acres of excellent* land haw been 'ruined. 
—And though we have unfortunately to deplore the loss of some 
human lives, yet, when we consider the sudden rise and fury of 
the torrent, and the hour of the night when it took place, it is cer- 
tainly a cause of thankfulness that we have not to lament a greater 
loss of this kind. A man and a boy, belonging to this town,, were 
unfortunately drowned when humanely endeavouring to rescue 
the crew of a keel, which, about eleven o'clock on Friday night, 
got fixed lengthways across the second arch from the north end of 
Newcastle Bridge. When the cries of the keelmen had given 
alarms for their safety, the man and boy seized the small boat 
belonging to the steam packet, and went off to their assistance ; 
they succeeded in 'rescuing the men from the keel, but, on their 
return, the boat was unfortunately swamped in a strong eddy-— 
The others who were on board the boat were saved by one means 
or other, but the man and the boy were drowned. The man has 
left a widow and six children, and, since his loss, his widow has 
been brought to bed of a seventh child. The distressed situation 
of this family, and particularly from the .circumstances under 
which they have been deprived of their support, is certainly most 
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deserving of the attention of the charitable and humane ; as such, 
in behalf of them and the relatives of the boy, the members of the 
Union Lodge of Freemasons have requested a charity sermon at 
the Bridge End ChapeL* The names of the unfortunate sufferers 
on this occasion were James Craig, aged 40, and John Hoggins, 
15 years of age. Some other lives, as will be seen, were lost in 
Shields harbour. 

These, as far as we can learn, are all the instances in which any 
human lives have been lost. The inhabitants of many cottages 
situated near the banks of the river, at Newburn and Scotswood, 
had very fortunate escapes, the water having entered their houses 
whilst they were in bed, and they were obliged to be taken out 
by boats, through the roofs and windows. The loss of these poor 
people is, however, very great. 

Very great apprehensions were at one time entertained for the * 
safety of the bridge over the Tyne at Newcastle. For the keel 
which we have already mentioned to have got fixed across the 
second arch, became swamped in that situation, and through the 
remainder of the flood, continued to oppose great resistance to the 
current, to the danger of the bridge. The three last arches on the 
south end also became choaked up with keels and ice, and pieces 
of timber ; and across almost every pier large pieces of timber had 
lodged, which, by opposing a long surface to the stream, bore 
with accumulated pressure on the bridge. Happily, however, the 
bridge stood firm, though we believe it has not escaped without 
some injury. So fortunate a result did not attend the bridge over 
the river Tyne at Haydon Bridge ; the two southern arches of 
that structure being carried away at nine o'clock on Friday night 



• After an excellent sermon by the Rev. Brother Wasney, the 
sum of £15. 17s. Od. was collected for their relief! 
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Eals Bridge, across the South Tyne, in the pariah of Koaresdjde* 
.was also carried away. One arch of Glen wheit Bridge was like- 
wise thrown down. The flood was never known so great at OirMft. 
During the flood on the 30th ult the Eden burst its banto at 
the Holm Farm, near Carlisle, in the occupation of Mr. John 
Haugh, and drowned six young cattle, and one pig. The whole 
of his corn in stacks, stood three feet deep in water. At Park- 
broom and Linstock, it broke its banks and covered the whole of 
Botcherby Holme, to a great depth, sweeping away many acres of 
wheat. The river has done some damage to the bridge causeway 
connected with the new bridge at Carlisle. The foundation of one 
of the piers of the fourth arch was injured, and two of the lower 
arch stones were thrown out, which occasioned the spandriH wall 
of the pier to shrink from the arch, leaving a chasm of about an 
inch in breadth, and extending to nearly the centre of the arch. 
. On the Wednesday following, a small bridge at Botcherby, in 
the vicinity of Carlisle, which had been considerably shaken, fell 
down ; and only a few minutes after it had been passed by a gen- 
tleman (Peter Dixon, Esq. of Carlisle,) and his two daughters in 
the carriage, and one of his sons on horseback. Another of Mr. 
Dixon's sons, also on horseback, was within a moment of entering 
upon the bridge, when the whole fabric separated ! The party, 
who had passed it, were not aware of any danger, nor apprised of 
the circumstance but by the crash of its ruins ! 

Part of the east end of Irthing Bridge, on the road from Car- 
lisle to Brampton, was carried away. At Gilsland, the wooden 
bridge leading over the river to Wardrew, was swept away and 
carrie4 many miles down the stream. The lately erected bathing 
houses were also completely carried off, and nothing left but the 
boiler belonging to the hot baths. The quay leading to the Spa 
was also washed away and destroyed by the terrible current 
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The Carlisle Mail, on its way from Carlisle to Newcastle, was 
obliged to be detained all the Friday night at Hexham, the low 
grounds being so overflowed as to render it extremely dangerous 
to attempt to pass to Corbridge. The man who carries the 
weekly newspapers to Haltwhistle, was detained at Corbridge till 
8 o'clock on the Saturday morning, and after passing the bridge 
at the latter place, had to ride a considerable way, up to the sad- 
dle in water. From Haydon Bridge he was obliged to go round 
by the Cupola Bridge, to pass through Whitfield, and then pro- 
ceed by Ridley Hall Bridge to Haltwhistle. 

The very rapid thaw did considerable damage in the neighbour- 
hood of Hexham, amongst the gardens, &c It is not a little 
remarkable, that several hares were brought into the town which 
were round drowned in their seats, near the river. Some people 
are of opinion, that the late flood was as high as that in the year 
1771 ; but that cannot be properly ascertained, on account of the 
alteration in the bed of the river. 

Amongst the many severe losses occasioned by this flood, 
Mr. Robson, former, at Heddon, had three horses drowned, 
whilst going in a field on the haughs. Mr. Barkas, miller, of the 
Clock Mill, at Teams, had three cows and two pigs drowned, and 
it was with great difficulty his family saved themselves. At 
Dunstan-square great damage was sustained, the sides of many 
houses being washed down, and the goods carried away; the 
inhabitants were obliged to be taken out by boats. The miller at 
Swalwell had three cows drowned. At Derwent-haugh two cows 
and a pig were drowned ; and the tile shades washed away. The 
side of a house at Lemington was washed down, and much of the 
furniture lost. The water rose to the depth of five feet in Mr. 
Bone's house at that place; an annual club dinner was that day 
to be held in his house, and this rise of the water prevented his 
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making it ready. However, by the assistance of his neighbours, 
the dinner was cooked and taken to his house, and was partaken 
of by the party, who had to enter the house through the upper 
windows, assisted by a ladder. Great injury was also sustained 
at Ovingham and By well, and indeed at most places along the 
banks of the river. Mr. Lambert, of Dilstom, lost sixty-three 
sheep, and Mr. Angus, of Hainley Gate, also last several— A 
large stack of hay, belonging to Mr. Heed, of Corbridge, was 
washed away from the south side, and carried down by the stream 
as far as Styford, where it was landed on the north side. Mr. 
Hall, the tenant of the farm at Newburn Hall, lost forty acres 
of his wheat crop, the corn and soil being washed entirely away, 
and nothing but bare pebbles and stones remaining. 

The ice grounded above the dam head of the new paper mill 
built by Mr. Annandale, on the Derwent, at Shotley Bridge, and 
turned the course of the river into the field upon the north bank 
of the Derwent, and completely washed away a close of turnips 
belonging to Mr. Annandale, forming a channel of about 12 feet 
deep. The flood has also carried away the head of Mr. Cookson's 
dam at Blackamill, near Ebchester, on the same river. The 
damage was supposed to be £1000. Mr. Jefferson's mill was also 
much injured. 

We have not been able to ascertain the comparative heights be- 
tween this flood and that of 1771 ; the different accounts being so 
contradictory. Whilst we are told that at the West Boat, near 
Hexham, it was only one root below what it was on that occasion, 
at Ovingham we are told it, was five feet, and at Lemington three 
feet below it. It is however extremely probable,.that in storms Of 
this nature the depth of the river varies, considerably at different 
places. The flood appears to have gained its greatest height about 
five o'clock on Saturday morning, and to have afterwards gradu- 
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ally subsided, so that m the evening its appearance here presented 
nothing remarkable. 

The effects of the flood were also severely felt in the river 
Maw the bridge, and particularly in Shields harbour, where up- 
wards of thirty vessels drifted from their moorings, and were 
driven upon the Herd Sand, &c. ; many with loss of masts, bow- 
sprits, &c. They were all, however, soon got safe off. Four 
ships drifted out to sea with only boys on board ; and a new brig 
called the Ocean, of Aberdeen, without any person on board.— 
This ship was at first reported to have been upset, and sunk soon 
after leaving the harbour, but it is now said that she was afterwards 
picked up at sea, and brought into Shields. Several keels were also 
blown out to sea, with their crews; some of which, it was said, were 
seen off Flamborough Head on the Saturday. Three men were 
taken out of a keel, off Whitby, by a vessel, and carried into that 
port ; whence they arrived on the Sunday night. Another keel was 
reported to have got into Leith. A boat, on board of which were 
five men, upset in Shields harbour, and four of the men were sup- 
posed to be drowned. The one saved caught a rope belonging a 
vessel near, and was with the utmost difficulty got on board. Two 
boys came on shore from a ship belonging to Blyth, but in return- 
ing the boat upset, when they were both drowned : one of the 
bodies was found on the Sunday, near the Low Lights. 
. Great damage was also done by this storm on the banks of 
the Tees and Wear. The effects* indeed, of this sudden thaw, 
have been severely felt in most places. All the low grounds were 
overiowed, and many of the inhabitants wece roused from their 
sleep by the water entering their beds. 

Durham, Jan. 6. — About three o'clock on Saturday morning, the 
paper mill of Mr. Lumley, situate at Butterby, about three miles 
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from this city, was blown down* The building extended across * 
valley, and was in length about 100 feet, the upper part being 
constructed of wood, and brick pillars, the lower or ground floor, 
of stone. The wind, sweeping along the rale with irresistible 
force, had taken the building at its broadside, and tore away the 
entire roof and the whole of the upper story, or drying rooms ; in 
feet, nothing remained standing but the two gable ends, and the 
walls of the lower rooms. The felling of the roof forced in the 
floors of the drying rooms, breaking some massy beams, and in- 
volving in the general ruin a quantity of paper in an unfinished 
state, all the vats, and various utensils, && used in the milk Mr. 
Orde, paper-maker, of Moorsley Banks, sustained considerable 
loss, by the water carrying away part of the dam, which he bad 
erected at a great expense. In this city, some houses have, been 
almost entirely unroofed, others partially ; chimnies have been 
blown down, and bricks and tiles scattered over the streets. in 
every direction. The roof and windows of the Cathedral bear 
witness of the storm. 

Sunderland, Jan, 4. — On Saturday morning last, at Sunderland, 
the gale was most tempestuous. The chimnies of a large house 
in Spring Gardens, were blown down, and felling against the 
Theatre, carried in part of the roof The house of Mrs. Coates, 
of Church Street, suffered materially ; as did that of Mr. Crou- 
dace, the surgeon. The wind corn mill of Mr. Heron, about half 
a mile to the westward of the town, got a-main, and taking fire 
from the friction, burnt to the ground. On the river, the ships 
and keels were nearly all adrift, but fortunately, the harbour not 
being crowded, they were secured before they got to sea. 

Darlington, Jan, 4.— On the 30th ult. at an early hour in the 
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morning, the wind rose to a perfect hurricane, out no particular 
damage was sustained, excepting a large new building erected by 
Messrs. Toiman, Janson A Co. for a spinning-null, of which 
nearly half of one of the gable ends was blown down, and felling on 
the roof of an adjoining dwelling-house, broke through the same 
and the. upper floor, which caused considerable damage. The 
inhkbitants escaped without injury. The damage is estimated at 
upcwambof £100. 

' 1 * - 

.» Great swellings of the rivers have also been experienced at 
Leeds and Manchester, and particularly at the latter place, where 
the river Irwell attained a height unknown before, exceeding by 
foe inches the great flood of 1768. The loss to the several occu- 
piers of works exposed to its influence is incalculable. 

The Scotch papers furnish us with accounts of many rivers there 
having overflowed their banks. The lower stories of the houses 
in Bridge-gate-street, Glasgow, were laid under water. Two 
bridges over the Avon were washed away. 
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